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This guidance note tells you about a change to the operational procedures for 
shared ownership.  It is an amendment to section 3.12 of the Shared Ownership 
Procedures Guide set out in SHGN 2000/15.  This change will take effect 
immediately.   
 
You will find a copy of this guidance note on the Scottish Government website 
at:   
 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-
Environment/Housing/Investment/guidancenotes 
 
 
This Guidance Note has been copied to Glasgow and Edinburgh City Councils, 
COSLA and SFHA. 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/Investment/guidancenotes
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/Housing/Investment/guidancenotes


 

 

 
Introduction 
 
SHGN 2000/15 sets out the operational procedures for administering shared 
ownership projects.  With regard to buy back and re-sales, section 3.12 of the 
operational procedures currently states that if a sharing owner wishes to move 
from their home then the registered social landlord can buy back the property (if it 
wishes).  The registered social landlord can however only buy back the property 
for the purpose of re-sale on a shared ownership basis.   
 
 
Change to Shared Ownership Procedures Guide 
 
This guidance note amends section 3.12 of the Shared Ownership Procedures 
Guide.  With immediate effect, if a registered social landlord wishes to buy back a 
shared ownership property, the following options are available depending upon 
whether a property is to be purchased with vacant possession or with a sitting 
tenant: 

 
• A registered social landlord can purchase a shared ownership property 

with vacant possession and make it available for rent, so long as: 
 
 (i)  the Local Housing Strategy demonstrates to the satisfaction of the 
 current grant provider, a clear shortage of rented housing relative to the 
 need for shared ownership, and  
 
 (ii)  no additional grant is required; or 

 
• A registered social landlord can if it wishes, purchase a shared ownership 

property and offer the tenancy to the former sharing owner, so long as: 
 
 (i)  the registered social landlord confirms that it has a policy which sets out 
 how it will assess and prioritise such cases, and  
 
 (ii) no additional grant is required.  

 
This procedural change has been agreed with Scottish Housing Regulator 
colleagues.  
 
 
If you have any questions about any of the above please contact your 
local Scottish Government Regional Office or, in the case of Edinburgh 
and Glasgow, the City Councils. 
 
 
 
    


